
Key term Definition
Urbanisation The physical and human growth of towns and cities
NIC Newly industrialised country e.g. India, Thailand or Indonesia. Large percentage of people working in the 

secondary sector.
Mega-city Cities that have a population of more that 10 million people
Global city City that is well connected by the process of globalisation e.g. important transport centres or headquarters for 

multi-national companies.
Globalisation Flows of people, ideas, money and goods are making an increasingly complex global web that links people and 

places together.
HIC High Income Country e.g. Australia
LIC Low Income Country e.g. Chad in Africa
Push factor Reasons that force people to move away from their homes e.g. war and famine
Pull factor Reasons that attract migrants to move to an area e.g. good jobs
Re-urbanisation The recent trend for the population of city centres to grow e.g. Butetown in Cardiff.
Indigenous peoples Tribal groups who are native to a particular place
Mass transit systems Type of transport system that is able to move large numbers of people through a city e.g Metro system in Sydney
Natural increase A population increase which is due to there being more births than deaths.
Rural to urban 
migration

The movement of people from the countryside to towns and cities.

Fertility rate The average number of children born to each woman in a country.
Chawls A type of flat found in many Indian cities.
Squatter homes Homes where the householders have no legal rights to the land. Known as slums in India.
Pavement dwellers People who live in make-shift homes on the footpaths of some developing cities.
Self-help projects Improvement projects carried out by people themselves rather than governments.
Wholesale 
clearance

The demolition of a large quantity of old unfit housing and the redevelopment of new, better homes.

Rainwater harvesting The collection and storage of rainwater e.g. from the roof of a house.
Formal sector jobs Jobs that receive a regular wage and which are recognised and controlled by the state.
Informal sector jobs Irregular jobs that do not pay tax e.g. street traders or subsistence farmers.
Top-down 
development

When decisions made about development are made by governments of officals. Compare with self-help 
projects. 

Bottom-up 
development

Same as self-help projects

Sustainable 
community

A community which is designed to have minimum impact on the environment e.g. energy efficient, renewable 
technology.





Sydney Mumbai
Location South Eastern Australia on the Pacific Ocean. It is in the state of New South 

Wales and built on either side of a large natural harbour. 
West coast of India on the Arabian Sea.

Why is it a 
global city?

It is the largest city in Australia and one of the world’s most multicultural. It 
is well connected to the rest of the world, especially the Pacific and South 
Eastern Regions. 76% of all Australia’s banks are in Sydney.

India’s second largest city by population. It is well connected to other 
locations both within India and beyond. Large companies, like Tata Steel, 
have HQ in Mumbai. It is well placed to fly to Europe, the Middle East and 
Asia.

The reasons 
for its 
growth.

It grew rapidly after 1945, mainly due to international migration. Up until 
the 1970s this was from the UK, Ireland and other European countries. After 
1970 it welcomed many migrants from Vietnam, fleeing the conflict there. 

Natural growth is high due to high fertility rates – although this is falling. 
Pull factors – cheap travel to Mumbai, jobs and better training facilities.
Push – poor housing, health care and sanitation in rural areas.

The social, 
economic 
and cultural 
patterns 
within the 
city.

Prymont-Ultimo is an inner city area near the CBD. The dock areas 
became run down but have been re-generated which is attracting back 
a young working population. Very multicultural with a high Chinese 
population.
Parramatta is a suburb to the west of Sydney. It is wealthy with large 
detached houses and several Government departments.
Cabramatta is a suburb south west of Sydney. 35% of the population were 
born in Vietnam.

Large slum areas like Dharavi alongside very wealthy housing areas

Current 
challenges 
of housing 
provision 
and quality.
SDG 11

Shortage of housing – especially affordable housing and housing for the 
Aboriginal community.

Overcrowding, poor sanitation and homes at risk of fire or flooding. 
Pavement dwellers have no legal rights. 

Strategies 
which aim to 
reduce 
inequality 
and improve 
housing 
provision.

Inclusionary zoning which means building more social housing across the 
city.

Wholesale clearance in slums like Dharavi proposed. High rise tower 
blocks with sustainable features like solar panels, shops, mosques, and 
green space. 

Self help schemes where people are given simple resources like concrete 
and shown how to improve their own homes. Small loan schemes.

Current 
challenges 
of transport 
and waste 
disposal.

Congestion on roads and railways. Rail system is one of the busiest in the world. Overcrowding is a major 
problem. 9 people die every day. Roads are also overcrowded.

Strategies 
which aim to 
improve 
transport 
and 
promote 
sustainable 
communities
SDG 11

Mass transit scheme which involves building a new Metro system which is 
accessible to all communities and environmentally friendly.

Rail: Flexi-hours, improved doors on trains, increased platform length.
Cars: Driverless cars, controlled traffic lights.
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