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“Teachers foster warm and 
professional relationships 
with pupils and a purposeful 
atmosphere in classrooms.”
Ofsted 2017
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Welcome to The Henry Box School and thank you for 
considering our school for your child’s education.  We 
know and share your belief that your child’s happiness 
and safety at school is equally as important as the 
school’s ability to help them achieve academically 
and realise their full potential.

Our students are proud to be part of the Henry 
Box family and we relentlessly strive to ensure 
they leave us academically successful through 
inspirational education.  We also support them 
in becoming well rounded individuals, ambitious 
for their futures and equipped to lead and make 
positive contributions to their community; be that 
an employment, college or university community.

Our reputation extends back to 1660 when Henry Box 
and his wife began educating the boys of Witney.  The 
school continues to maintain strong links with Oriel 
College, Oxford, where Henry was a student, and with 
the Grocers’ Company of which he was a member.  
Over the years the school has continued to deliver 
the outstanding standard of education that Henry 
and his wife, Mary, envisaged all those years ago. 

The Henry Box School is a very special place to learn 
and grow, and we hope that through this prospectus 
and your visit to our school that we can show you that 
this is a place for your very special child.

Ms W Hemmingsley
Headteacher

Your Child’s Education
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“Leaders work very closely with 
primary schools to ensure that 
pupils experience a smooth 
transfer to the secondary school. 
This approach has been noted
 by parents, who reported 
very positively on the 
transition process.”
Ofsted 2017
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Starting secondary school is a big step and we do all 
that we can to aid the transition process. We aim 
to visit every Year 6 student in the summer term 
before they start at Henry Box in September. We 
have a transition and induction programme including 
spending time here, meeting teachers and their tutor 
and tutor group.  Our aim is to make sure they feel 
confident about starting in September.

Once here, a strong system of support exists for 
students at all times. Each student is a member of a 
tutor group and is looked after by a tutor who takes 
a special interest in their progress and welfare.  As 
well as their tutor, there are many others looking out 
for your child and providing the support they need 
whether that is specialist intervention for learning 

needs, behaviour support, mentoring, safeguarding 
help, health or medical support or counselling.  
They will also be regularly in contact with their House 
Leader and the Student Support Team who work 
closely with teachers and tutors. 

We consider parental involvement to be of 
vital importance. We keep in close touch with 
parents through our home-school e-mail system, 
e-newsletters, our website, social media account, 
annual reports, regular checks on progress and 
through the student planner.  Equally, parents are 
encouraged to keep in touch with us and are welcome 
to make an appointment to come into school at any 
time to discuss any concerns. 

Supporting Your Child 
and Keeping You Informed
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www.henrybox.oxon.sch.uk

5



“Teachers know their pupils well 
and plan learning carefully that 
caters for pupils’ needs. They 
have high expectations of what
pupils can achieve and set them 
challenging tasks accordingly.”
Ofsted 2017
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Your Child’s Learning
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At Henry Box, we expect students to work hard and 
be committed to learning but also enjoy coming to 
school and develop a curiosity for learning.

We ensure that our broad and balanced curriculum 
inspires and engages our students but also offers 
challenge, support and development for every 
individual.  

We strive for the highest quality of teaching and we 
are proud of our students’ academic achievements.  
Teachers have high expectations of both themselves 

and their students.  We treat our students with 
respect and they respond positively to this approach. 
As a result, a very constructive working relationship 
exists between students and all staff.

Our teachers have high quality training to keep 
them at the forefront of educational knowledge and 
practice. Using their specialist subject knowledge 
and experience in the classroom, teachers encourage 
students to question and develop independent 
thinking and learning skills.

www.henrybox.oxon.sch.uk
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“Pupils follow a broad and 
balanced curriculum that 
has been skilfully designed 
to provide clear progression 
routes to a wide range of 
future options.” 
Ofsted 2017
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One of our top priorities is our continuing drive to 
improve literacy for all our students.  Literacy is not 
about English lessons but about giving our students 
the essential skills so they can make sense of the 
information and texts used in every other subject 
they are studying at school, as well as their life in 
general.  Overwhelming evidence shows that literacy, 
happiness and success are directly related.  

In the current digital age, strong literacy is not just 
about books but also being able to use the internet 
and the vast amount of digital media to its full 
potential to inspire and complement their learning.

Your Child’s Literacy
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www.henrybox.oxon.sch.uk



Our students are given a whole range of opportunities 
to excel in activities beyond the classroom. These 
include: the arts, sport, technology, languages, 
raising money for charity, reading widely, being 
active members of the community and The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award to name but a few.  

We want our students to be inspired and open to 
new challenges and new experiences. To this end, we 
offer a wide variety of memorable experiences and 
enrichment opportunities at school, culminating at 
the end of each Summer term with Enrichment Days.  

We also offer a range of residential trips both in this 
country and abroad.  An undoubted highlight is the 
Year 7 residential to St Briavels.  

Our outstanding music and drama productions and 
performances are always worth watching, and in 
recent years our sports teams have excelled and been 
successful at both a local and County level.

We want everyone to have the opportunity to 
experience something new during their time here at 
The Henry Box School.

Play, Create, Perform and Explore
Opportunities Inside and Outside the Classroom
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“Pupils keenly participate in a wide 
range of extra-curricular activities 

that include sports and music as well 
as opportunities to seek extra support 

from teachers. In addition, pupils 
enjoy residential trips, charitable 

activities and work experience.” 
Ofsted 2017

www.henrybox.oxon.sch.uk
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playperform

create
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Church Green, Witney, 
Oxfordshire, OX28 4AX 
Tel: 01993 703955 
Email: office.4050@henrybox.oxon.sch.uk

www.henrybox.oxon.sch.uk
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