
SIXTH FORM
Transforming lives through inspirational education



We are delighted to welcome you to our thriving 
and highly successful Sixth Form.  We currently 
educate over 1300 students on our beautiful site 
situated in Church Green in the historic market 
town of Witney.  Our Sixth Form provides an 
outstanding quality of education both to students 
who continue from Year 11 and to the many who   
join us from other schools in the local and  
wider area.

Our students are proud to be a part of the Henry 
Box family and we develop them as independent 
learners who will strive to be academically 
successful, caring, active and compassionate 
citizens for the communities in which they will live. 
We strive to challenge, support and develop, our 
students to achieve their best in Level 3 study and 
we provide opportunities that will encourage them 
to be active participants in our local, national and 
global communities.

Our reputation extends back to 1660 when Henry 
Box and his wife began educating the boys of Witney. 

The school continues to maintain strong links with 
Oriel College, Oxford, where Henry was a student, 
and with the Grocers’ Company of which he was a 
member. Over the years the school has continued 
to deliver the high standard of education that Henry 
and his wife, Mary, envisaged all those years ago.

With very high academic standards, quality care, 
guidance and support and the opportunity to take 
part in a wide variety of extra-curricular and sporting 
activities, there are a number of reasons why so 
many students choose to join our Sixth Form.

The Henry Box School is a very special place to learn 
and grow as an individual, and we hope you find this 
prospectus and your visit to our school helpful in 
making your choice of Sixth Form education.

Ms W Hemmingsley
Headteacher 

Mr C Tysom
School Leader Post 16

Welcome
“The sixth form block has 
a welcoming atmosphere 
that’s created by sixth 
formers and teachers 
and I know there’s 
always someone to talk 
to should I need it.”
Year 12
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A Tradition of
Academic Excellence
The Henry Box School continues to be a centre 
of educational excellence serving the local 
community and attracting students from many 
different schools across Oxfordshire. Our students 
are part of a vibrant and hard-working community 
who consistently achieve outstanding A level and 
BTEC results.   

The large majority of our Sixth Form students go on to 
study at university and we are proud of our academic 
success.  Increasing numbers of our students are 
choosing higher level apprenticeships and we work 
in close partnership with local and national providers 
to fully support their applications and choices. We 
work in partnership with Wood Green School and 
Abingdon & Witney College to provide a broad  
Post-16 offer of Level 3 BTECs and Linear A Levels.

The academic success enjoyed by Henry Box  
Sixth form students is based on four key principles 
that enable students to fulfil their potential.

Providing Challenge and Support:  
We track student progress in the Sixth Form by 
using accurate data and proactively intervene 
when students require extra support. Each student 
in the Sixth Form is treated as an individual with a 
personalised menu of academic targets.

Developing Independent Study Skills:
Students are expected to work hard and develop 
independent study skills.  The students are given 

guidance and advice on how to develop study skills 
for Level 3 independent working by their personal 
tutor, teachers and the Sixth Form Leadership Team.  
During the first term tutors deliver the following 
topics designed to help all learners to bridge the 
jump from GCSE to Level 3 qualifications:

• How to be a more organised student
• How to organise your files
• Revision strategies for Level 3 courses
• Effective note taking
• How to maximise your memory
• Achieving a healthy work-life balance

A well-resourced Sixth Form Study Centre is available 
at all times for students to use for independent work

High Quality Teaching:  
The highest priority of the school is to ensure that 
students have the best possible tuition.  Learning and 
teaching approaches and lesson design are based 
on evidence based strategies, accurate assessment 
systems and timely intervention.

High Expectations, High Aspiration, 
High Achievement:  
An important aspect of our Sixth Form is that we are 
constantly looking at ways to improve.  We have high 
expectations of both our staff and our students. 

“Pupils who leave school  
after the sixth form are well 
equipped to go on to a  
variety of destinations.” 
Ofsted
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“I like the freedom to 
manage my own time 
and work when it  
suits me.” 
Year 12Future Leaders

Some of our Sixth Form students will be tomorrow’s 
leaders.  We encourage our Sixth Form students 
to take on a wide range of responsibilities within 
which there are opportunities for leadership and 
community involvement. 

House Captains are elected by the school community.  
Heads of House and Deputy Heads of House are 
elected by the school community.  The Head Boy and 
Head Girl are elected by fellow Sixth Form students 
and they lead the Senior Student Council.  This 
team then form the Sixth Form Leadership Team.  
They are the public face of the student body and 
play an important role in representing the school at 
numerous events throughout the year. 

Extra-Curricular Enrichment Activities
Our Sixth Form students have the opportunity to 
take part in an extensive range of extra-curricular 
and enrichment activities/events.  

These include:
• Future Pathways Workshops
• Safe Drive Stay Alive
• Politics in Action Day
• Duke of Edinburgh Award
• Debating Club
• Music, Drama and Sports Clubs
• Trips and residentials linked to subjects studied
• Dodgeball competition and charity fundraiser
• Sixth form Friday Football
• Literacy Leaders
• Sixth Form Charities Committee
• Community service including working with 

younger students at school and at local 
primary schools

• Mentoring younger students
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Church Green, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX28 4AX 
Tel: 01993 703955 Email: office.4050@henrybox.oxon.sch.uk
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