
Y11 Economics Summer Preparation Work 

 

Economics requires a lot of knowledge about the real world, that means that you will need to stay aware of current 
affairs and what has been happening in the world over the last few years. 

In addition you need to understand how markets in the real world operate and what has been happening in these 
markets that could have an impact on consumers, other businesses and the economy.  

Your task over the summer is to prepare a presentation on one of the following markets: 

• The housing market 
• The commodities market (with special condsideration to the market for oil) 
• The agricultural market 
• The energy market (both renewable and non-renewable) 
• The supermarket industry 

You need to dicuss the following points: 

• A brief description of the market and what they sell 
• Who are the customers in this market (individuals/other businesses/governments) – what impact does this 

have on the market? 
• What has happened in the market over the last 5/10 years – what is the impact of this?  This should be your 

biggest section and should include as much research as possible – try to also include as many diagrams as 
possible – but be sure to explain them! 

• The future of the market (think about whether the market is still growing and if it is becoming more 
competitive – what impact will this have on the market?) 

You need to be as detailed as possible, think carefully about the impact on different groups of people.  You also need 
to be prepared to present this during the first few lessons in September so make sure there are visual aids/handouts. 

Please also keep up to date on current news, there will be a quick quiz during the first lesson to check if  you have 
been paying attention to the wider world! 

 



In order to get a better understanding of what Economics is like I would like you to do some summer reading.  You 
will need to choose a book about economics, read and then make a presentation about the book.  

Your presentation MUST include the following areas: 

• Short explanation about what the book was about 
• What was particularly good about the book as a whole 
• Any particular areas that were interesting and why 
• What have you learnt about economics that you didn’t know before (choose 5 key facts about economics 

that you have learnt and be sure to explain the concept, not just the key words!) 
• What questions did you have whilst reading the book that you would like answered in lessons? 

Here are some ideas for books that you might find interesting, however you don’t have to choose one of these! 

• Freakonomics – Steven D Levitt and Stephen J Dubner 
• Super Freakonomics - Steven D Levitt and Stephen J Dubner 
• The Undercover Economist – Tim Harford 
• The Big Short – Michael Lewis 
• Nudge – Richard H Thaler 
• Soccernomics – Simon Kuper 
• Other People’s Money – John Kay 
• The World is Flat 3.0 – Thomas L Friedman 
• Talking to My Daughter About the Economy – Yanis Varoufakis 
• The Armchair Economist – Steven E Landsburg 

 


