
The Henry Box 
History 

Department

AQA A-level History 

Summer Pre-course work



Welcome to A-level history at The Henry Box School

Dear Historians,

From all of the history team we welcome you to the next step
on your history journey. During year 12 and 13 you will be
following the AQA History course. You will study two modules
and produce one piece of coursework (The NEA) during your
time with us.

We are part of the wider ‘Social Science’ faculty, our faculty is
known for having high expectations of our students and
enabling them to achieve some of the best results in the
school.

Over the months leading up to September we expect you to
begin preparing yourself for the course. To enable you to do
this we have put together this pack for you to work through
between the end of year 11 and the start of year 12. You will
need to complete all of the activities and pieces of reading
ready for your first lesson in September.

Additionally, we also suggest that you try purchase the
following items ready for your first lesson:

• Oxford AQA History for A Level: Tsarist and Communist
Russia 1855-1964 (ISBN: 0198354673)

• Oxford AQA History for A Level: The Making of Modern
Britain 1951-2007 (ISBN: 0198354649)

• Highlighters

• A range of coloured pens

We will provide you with exercise books so please do not

buy any folders or other note pads



How to use this pack

As you have already seen this pack contain a range of tasks
for you to complete in advance of your first lesson. This pack
contains activities that are focused on unit 1H: Tsarist and
Communist Russia 1855-1964.

Each task will require you to complete some form of notes or
activity using either what you have read or listened to. Each
resource that you access has been chosen carefully to give
you an idea of the historical context of Russia at this time. We
hope this gives you a solid foundation to build upon but also
exposes you to high quality literature that sparks your passion
for our subject.

Note taking: The Cornell note taking system

Within this pack you will find several pages for your notes. We
are going to ask you to use a new system to make your notes,
we have tried to summarise this below:

• The note taking sheet is divided into two parts: questions
and notes, with a summary at the end

• The notes section is where you record key points, facts or
figures. This should also include any descriptions you
need.

• Within 24 hours of taking notes, review your notes and
write questions in the questions section. These could be
questions which are answered in the notes on the right or
ones you still need the answer to--ask a friend or the
teacher after class. This is also perfect for revision or
retrieval practice.

• Finally you add a summary to your notes, we have
suggested in no more than 4 sentences



Link: Description:

Empire of the Tsars
A one hour long documentary looking at the royal family 
of Russia, the Romanovs

Smart History of Russia
A series of short videos about the leaders of Russia. You 
need to watch numbers 10-16

History Rocks: 1H 
Background

A 15 minute podcast delivered by a very enthusiastic 
history teacher.

Russian Rulers podcast A 20 minute podcast looking at the collapse of the 
Romanov dynasty.

Andrew Marr’s History of 
Modern Britain

Andrew Marr has done a whole series about the
History of Modern Britain and it applies directly
to our course! I have just linked the first episode. 

Dominic Sandbrook’s The 
Way We Were: Britain at the 
start of the Seventies 

Historian Dominic Sandbrook looks back at the
1970s and explores how this decade profoundly
shaped our present.

Charlotte Riley’s podcast 
about Harold Wilson 

Historian Charlotte Lydia Riley explores how
Prime Minister Harold Wilson impacted Britain in
the 1960s and made changes to society that
are still relevant to this day. 

Task 1: Multimedia Research

Below you will find a list of multimedia resources you
could access to help you build up a picture of both
sides of the course.

You will need to watch or listen to at least one of these
from each side of the course and complete your notes
on the Cornell notes pages that follow.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HPWxCC9xPQ&t=533s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbI6TY1ilOHvgy3mcMu8MSA/videos
https://anchor.fm/historyrocks/episodes/Tsarist-and-Communist-Russia-AQA-1H-background-e8e5k0
http://russianrulers.podhoster.com/index.php?pid=46033
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00brnr1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOhkaGTTO_8
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/britain-greatest-prime-minister-episode-4-harold-wilson/
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Task 2: Reading academic literature

Your next task is designed to challenge you, in this
section you will find four articles that are aimed at
A-level students. These articles do use
challenging words and may be difficult to
understand at first so remember to take your time.

You need to read at least two of them and
complete a Cornell notes page for both of them.

A reminder of how your Cornell notes should look
is outlined below:
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Further reading or viewing
During your A-level course we expect you to read around and beyond
the topic.

Listed below are some suggestions of resources you could access
before and during the course.

Russia: Britain: 

Books 

• I Deutscher, Stalin, Penguin, 

1970

• D Lieven, Nicholas II Emperor of 

all the Russias, Pimlico, 1994

• S S Montefiore, Stalin, The Court 

of the Red Tsar, Phoenix, 2003

• V Serge, Memoirs of a 

Revolutionary, Writers and 

readers publishing co-opertive, 

1984

• R Service, Lenin: A Biography, 

Pan Books, 2002

• B Williams, Lenin (profiles in 

power), Longman, 2rd edn, 

2000

• A Marr, A History of Modern 

Britain, Macmillan, 2007

• G Bernstein,The Myth of 

Decline: The Rise of Britain 

Since 1945, Pimlico,2004

• C Beckett, Thatcher, Haus, 

2006

• D Sandbrook, Never Had It So 

Good: A History of Britain from 

Suez to the Beatles, Abacus, 

2010

• P Johnson,20th Century 

Britain: Economic, Social and 

Cultural Change, Longman, 

1994

Films/TV 

Shows 

(some 

contain 

adult 

scenes 

or 

humour

):

• Catherine The Great (Drama) 

Sky TV

• Death of Stalin (Comedy) 

Netflix

• Andrew Marr’s History of the 

World (Documentary) Russian 

Serfs episode

• War and Peace (Drama) 

Amazon TV

• Dominic Sandbrook: the 80s:

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=bK1ADuAio3Y

• The Truth about 60s TV BBC 

documentary:

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=7ZBAkdEeuV8

• Pride

• The Boat that Rocked

• The Crown (series on Netflix)

Podcast

s/lectur

es:

• The Historical Association: 

Tsarist Russia 1855-1914.

• BBC Witness History Soviet 

History

• History Hub Podcast Russian 

Revolution 

• https://www.historyextra.com

/period/20th-century/

• Gresham College Lecture by 

Dominic Sandbrook:

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=_kgmxNnq6lY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bK1ADuAio3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZBAkdEeuV8
https://anchor.fm/historyrocks/episodes/Tsarist-and-Communist-Russia-AQA-1H-background-e8e5k0
https://anchor.fm/historyrocks/episodes/Tsarist-and-Communist-Russia-AQA-1H-background-e8e5k0
https://anchor.fm/historyrocks/episodes/Tsarist-and-Communist-Russia-AQA-1H-background-e8e5k0
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kgmxNnq6lY

