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There are 3 main categories of Wood. Hardwood, Softwood & Manufactured Boards

Hardwood 
trees take a 
long time 
to grow

Softwood 
trees 
grow 

quickly

Manufactured 
Boards are 
made and 

NOT grown

Examples of 
Hardwood are;
• Oak
• Beech
• Mahogany

Examples of 
Softwood are;
• Pine
• Larch

Examples of 
Manufactured boards 
are;
• Plywood
• MDF
• Chipboard

Timber is 
another word 

for natural 
Wood

Wood that comes from hardwood trees 
are usually more expensive than other 
woods. This is because they take longer 
to grow.

The Strength & the 
availability of different 
coloured hardwoods 
make this material 

ideal for making high 
quality furniture. 

Softwoods such 
as pine are 
normally used in 
the building 
industry

Manufactured boards have 
multiple uses, such as; 
Kitchen cupboards 
(chipboard), school seats 
(plywood), shop fittings 
(MDF), etc.

Medium Density Fibreboard (aka MDF) is made from 
wood fibres and glue which have been mixed together 
and compressed into large sheets 

Plywood is made from layers of thin wood glued with 
their grain at right angles to each other

Chipboard is made from wood chips and glue that have 
been compressed together

How can you tell the age of trees?
You can tell how old a tree is by counting 
their Annular Rings. You can also identify 
what the weather was like in that year. 
Rings close together = Hot weather.
Rings far apart = cold weather

Leaves fall off in the winter Are “evergreen” 
all year round

Finishes.
There are many different types of finish that you can 
apply to wood. But, the reasons are the same; The make 
the wood look nice (Aesthetics), to protect it from insect 
attack and to prolong the life of the wood. You can finish 
the wood by using; Beeswax, Oil, Paint & Varnish.

End grain

Long GrainWood Grain are 
the lines in the 
wood. Knots are 
small dark circles 
where branches 
once grew

Wood Grain

Knots

Ply is another word for Layer. 
Layer wood = Plywood 
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