Britain: Power and the people: c1170 to the present day




This module is called a ‘thematic study’. You will understand change and continuity across a long period of time.
For this topic you will take an exam which lasts 1 hour. With 6 questions worth 40 marks
The best way to check if you are ready and understand a topic is to practice exam questions on it. Your teacher can provide you with
exam questions.

Part one: Challenging authority and feudalism
Constraints on kingship:
1. The barons’ dissatisfaction with King John’s rule and its resolution; (p14-15)
2. Magna Carta, its terms and its short and long-term impact.(p16-18)
The origins of parliament:
1. Issues between King Henry III and his barons; (p20-21)
2. The role of Simon de Montfort; (p21-24)
3. The Provisions of Oxford and the Parliament of 1265 and their impact.(p24)
Medieval revolt and royal authority:
1. The social, economic and political causes of the Peasants Revolt; (p26-30)
2. Actions by rebels and government; impact of the Peasants' Revolt. (p30-313)
Part two: Challenging royal authority
Popular uprisings against the Crown:
1. The social, economic, religious and political causes of the Pilgrimage of Grace; (p38-39)
2. The implications for royal authority of the Pilgrimage of Grace (p39-42)
3. Henry VIII and his government’s reaction and the impact of the uprising (p41)
Divine Right and parliamentary authority:
1. The causes of the English Revolution (p44-45)
2. The New Model Army and political radicalism during the Civil War era (p46-47)
3. The impact of the English Revolution, including the trial and execution of Charles I and
Oliver Cromwell and the Commonwealth (p48-50)
Royal authority and the right to representation:
1. The causes of the American Revolution including the relationship between the
government and people; impact and significance of the American Revolution. (p52-56)
Part three: Reform and reformers
The extension of the franchise:
1. Radical protest; (p62-63)
2. The Great Reform Act, causes and impact, including further reform; (p64-65)
3. Chartism, causes, actions and impact (p65-67)
Protest and change - Campaigning groups, their methods and impact, including:
1. the Anti-Slavery movement (p68 – 69)
2. The Anti-Corn Law League (p70-71)
3. Factory reformers;
4. Social reformers (p72-73)
Workers movements:
1. The development of trade unionism and its impact, including Grand National
Consolidation Trades Union (GNCTU), (p75)
2. Tolpuddle martyrs (p76 – 78)
3. New Model Unions, new unionism, including the match girls' and dockers' strikes. (p7880)
Part four: Equality and rights
Women’s rights:
1. The campaign for women’s suffrage, reasons, methods and responses; (p88-92)
2. Role of individuals, including the Pankhursts; (p90)
3. The reasons for the extension of the franchise and its impact; (p91)
4. Progress towards equality in the second half of the 20th century. (p92)
Workers’ rights:
1. The General Strike (1926), actions, reactions and impact; (p94-95)
2. Trade union reform in the late 20th century. (p96)
Minority rights:
1. The development of multi-racial society since the Second World War; (p98-99)
2. Discrimination, protest and reform (p100-101)
3. The Brixton Riots, their impact, including the Scarman Report (p100-104)
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