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Welcome to A-level geography at The Henry Box 
School

Dear Geographers,
From all of the geography team we welcome you to the next
step on your geography journey. During year 12 and 13 you
will be following the Edexcel Geography course. You will study
four units and produce one piece of coursework (the NEA)
during your time with us. You can find out more here:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-
levels/geography-2016.html

We are part of the wider ‘Social Science’ faculty. Our faculty
is known for having high expectations of our students and
enabling them to achieve some of the best results in the
school.
Over the months leading up to September we expect you to
begin preparing yourself for the course. To enable you to do
this we have put together this pack for you to work through
between the end of year 11 and the start of year 12. You will
need to complete all of the activities and pieces of reading
ready for your first lesson in September.

Additionally, we also suggest that you purchase the following
items ready for your first lesson:

• Edexcel A Level Geography Book 1 (ISBN:
9781471856549)

• Edexcel A Level Geography Book 2 (ISBN:
9781471856532)

• Two A4 folders (one for human and one for physical
geography lessons)

• Highlighters and a range of coloured pens
We will also provide you with an A4 hole-punched exercise
book for you to keep your assessed work in.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html


How to use this pack
As you have already seen this pack contain a range of tasks
for you to complete in advance of your first lesson. This pack
contains activities that are focused on Unit 2: Dynamic Places
Topic 3: Globalisation and Unit 3: Physical Systems and
Sustainability Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity.

Each task will require you to complete some form of notes or
activity using either what you have read or listened to. Each
resource that you access has been chosen carefully to give
you an understanding of the topics we will study first. We hope
this gives you a solid foundation to build upon but also
exposes you to high quality materials that spark your passion
for our subject.

Note taking: The Cornell note taking system
Within this pack you will find several pages for your notes. We
are going to ask you to use a new system to make your notes.
Research suggests that this approach helps you to retain what
you learn from either what you are taught or read. We have
tried to summarise this approach below:

• The note taking sheet is divided into two parts: questions
and notes, with a summary at the end.

• The notes section is where you record key points, facts or
figures. This should also include any descriptions you
need.

• Within 24 hours of taking notes, review your notes and
write questions in the questions section. These could be
questions which are answered in the notes on the right,
or ones you still need the answer to - ask a friend or the
teacher after class. This is also perfect for revision or
retrieval practice.

• Finally, add a summary to your notes. We have
suggested no more than 4 sentences



Unit 2: Dynamic Places 
Topic 3: Globalisation 



Task 1: Video Research

Below you will find a list of three videos for you to
access to help you build up a picture of what
globalisation is.

You will need to watch all of these videos and
complete your notes on the Cornell notes pages
that follow.
Link: Description:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=xPD47
7FuqtY

A two minute YouTube video explaining
what globalisation is.

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=5SnR-
e0S6Ic

Crash Course in globalisation 1 with a 
focus on trade – a 12 minute YouTube 12 
video from a very enthusiastic presenter.

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=s_iwrt
7D5OA

Crash Course in globalisation 2 – is it good 
or bad? A 14 minute YouTube video from 
a very enthusiastic presenter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPD477FuqtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SnR-e0S6Ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_iwrt7D5OA
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Task 2: Factors that have accelerated globalisation

Your next activity will require you to watch two
short videos and carry out some further internet
research.

• How a Steel Box Changed the World: A Brief History of Shipping – YouTube

• Factors leading to globalisation

Your task is outlined below:

1) Use the videos to make a list of factors that
have accelerated globalisation.

2) For each factor you have listed, ensure you
understand it by conducting internet research to
add to your notes pages. A starting point is here:
https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/reference/factors-
responsible-for-the-acceleration-of-globalisation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MUkgDIQdcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prykATOVXp4
https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/reference/factors-responsible-for-the-acceleration-of-globalisation
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Task 3: Glossary

There are going to be a range of key terms you
will need to know and understand as we move
through our unit. Please find the meanings of the
words listed below:

Key term Definition

Globalisation 

Transnational 
corporations

Economic 

Social

Political

Cultural

Emerging economy

Commodity

Gross Domestic
Product 

Interdependency 



Task 4: Reading and listening to high quality news

Your next task is designed to challenge you.
Below you will find links to two news articles and
one podcast from the Guardian newspaper.
These all use challenging words and may be
difficult to understand at first so remember to take
your time.
You need to read both articles and listen to the
podcast and complete one notes pages for
each item.

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2017/jul/31/globalisation-the-
rise-and-fall-of-an-idea-that-swept-the-world-podcast

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jan/18/globalisation-world-
trade-asia-global-poverty

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/apr/23/world-imf-
forecasts-economic-growth

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2017/jul/31/globalisation-the-rise-and-fall-of-an-idea-that-swept-the-world-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jan/18/globalisation-world-trade-asia-global-poverty
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/apr/23/world-imf-forecasts-economic-growth
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Unit 3: Physical Systems and 
Sustainability

Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water 
Insecurity



Task 1: Video Research

Below you will find a list of two videos for you to
access to help you build up a picture of the ideas
underlying this unit.

You will need to watch both of these videos and
complete your notes on the Cornell notes pages
that follow.
Link: Description:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=al-do-
HGuIk

A clear (but American centric)
explanation of how the global
hydrological (water) cycle works.

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?time_co
ntinue=336&v=b1f-
G6v3voA

Where is our water stored and how do
people use it? This video explains the
underlying relationships between people
and water.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=al-do-HGuIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=336&v=b1f-G6v3voA
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Task 2: Glossary

There are going to be a range of key terms you
will need to know and understand as we move
through our unit. Please find the meanings of the
words listed below:

Key term Definition

Hydrosphere

Cryosphere

Biosphere

Infiltration

Precipitation

Interception

Aquifer

Water scarcity

Virtual water

Water consumption



Task 4: Reading and listening to high quality news

Your next task is designed to challenge you.
Below you will find links to two news articles and
one podcast from the Guardian newspaper.
These all use challenging words and may be
difficult to understand at first so remember to take
your time.
The information tells us about the consequences
of the hydrological cycle behaving abnormally
both due to physical and human changes in the
environment. You need to identify those causes
of the water issues being described and the
effects this has had on the physical and human
environments.

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2019/feb/01/disaster-in-the-
australian-outback-podcast

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/sep/06/dead-things-
everywhere-is-australia-facing-the-summer-from-hell

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/14/i-dont-know-
how-we-come-back-from-this-australias-big-dry-sucks-life-from-once-
proud-towns

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2019/feb/01/disaster-in-the-australian-outback-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/sep/06/dead-things-everywhere-is-australia-facing-the-summer-from-hell
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/14/i-dont-know-how-we-come-back-from-this-australias-big-dry-sucks-life-from-once-proud-towns
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