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2

What is Program Music? 
Focus piece: Danse Macabre - Saint-Saëns. Tone Poem for Orchestra.  
                            

 

Zig-a-zig-a-zig it's the Rhythm of 
Death! 

 Death at midnight playing a dance 
tune,  

Zig-a-zig-a-zig on his violin.  
The winter wind whistles and the 

night is dark.  
The winter wind whistles and the 

lime trees moan.  
Weird white skeletons streak across 

the shadows. 
 Running and leaping wrapped in 

their shrouds.  
Zig-a-zig-a-zig the dance grows even 

wilder. 
You can hear the eerie clatter of the 
dancers' bones But wait! Suddenly 

they all stop dancing.  
They scatter, they vanish for the 

cock has crowed. 

The music is based on a poem written by 
Henri Cazalis, which tells of the gruesome 
goings-on in the churchyard of a French 

village on Halloween. 

I am expecting to hear…. 
_________________________________

_____________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

_____________________________

Representation of characters in Danse Macabre 

Death _____________________________________ 
Winter Wind_________________________________ 

Skeletons_________________________________ 
Ghosts___________________________________



3

 
 

 

 

 

Instruments of the Orchestra

Strings

Brass Percussion

Woodwind

4 
families 

Name some of the 
instruments of the orchestra that you can 

identify from our video clip: 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

________________________________________ 
___________________________________



4Instruments of the Orchestra 
Focus: Strings and Brass

DNA: What instrument is being played, and what family is this from? What is the melody 
representing?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Fill in the table below with the names of the different parts of the violin:
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Use the space below to write notes about each of the different string instruments: 

What are some of the special techniques that string players can do?  
Write them below in the table with their meaning.  
 

Focus piece: Four Seasons, Vivaldi.  
Listening activity: Match up the excerpts with the correct season.  

 
 
 

Instrument Information

Expert 1

Expert 2

Expert 3

Expert 4

Summer 
La primavera

Spring 
L’estate

Autumn  
L’autunno

Winter 
 L’inverno

Use this last box to tell me if you can hear 
any of the string techniques we learnt 

about above. 
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Three of the brass instruments play with valves, these are: 

Instrument Information

French Horn 

Tuba

Trumpet

Trombone  

Instruments of the Orchestra 
Focus: Strings and Brass
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One of the brass instruments plays with a slide: 

What brass instruments can you hear playing in Throne Room from Star Wars? 
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Write down the information off the slides in the table below. 

What are the four types of saxophones?                           

Write them in order from highest to lowest. 

Instrument Information

Instruments of the Orchestra 
Focus: Woodwind and Percussion. 

DNA: What instrument is being played, and what family is this from? What is the melody 
representing?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think a definition of a 
woodwind instrument would be? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________
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What are the four main instrument of the woodwind family? 

Match the instruments to their related instruments [use colours to highlight the matches: 

 

 

Flute 

 

Clarinet 

Bassoon 

Oboe

Cor Anglais 

Contrabassoon 

Piccolo 

Bass Clarinet
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Write the information off the slides about the instruments: 

What instruments can you hear and see in the percussion ensemble?

Instrument Information

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________

Instruments of the Orchestra 
Focus: Woodwind and Percussion. 
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Sort out the following instruments into the tuned and untuned boxes: 

Focus piece: Má Vlast (My country), The Maldau - Smenta 

 

Bass drum Snare drum Glockenspiel Chimes Triangle

Marimba Xylophone Cymbals Tam Tam

Tuned Untuned

Smetana's Má Vlast composition 
proves he is a master of the symphonic 
poem: a descriptive, single-movement 

orchestral piece, telling a story, 
painting a musical picture, or 

conveying a certain landscape.

This work is written to describe the 
landscape of Bohemia, the land 

now known as the Czech Republic. 

This is Prague, the capital of The Czech Republic. 
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Focus piece: Má Vlast (My country), The Maldau - Smenta 
The movement starts with light, rippling figures that represent the emergence of the Moldau River 
as two mountain springs, one warm and one cold. 

Water from the springs then combines to become a mighty river, symbolised by a thickly 
orchestrated, stately theme that recurs periodically throughout the remainder of the work. 

Farther downstream, the river passes jubilant hunters, portrayed by a horn melody, and then 
passes a village wedding, signalled by a passage in polka rhythm.  

The river then enters a gorge where, according to legend, water nymphs—suggested by serene 
and mysterious melodies—come out to bathe in the moonlight. 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

https://www.britannica.com/science/mountain-landform
https://www.britannica.com/science/water
https://www.britannica.com/art/horn-musical-instrument
https://www.britannica.com/art/polka
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend
https://www.britannica.com/topic/nymph-Greek-mythology
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With the morning light, the main river theme returns, though it soon breaks 
into tumultuous dissonance as the river enters the St. John’s Rapids.  

Beyond the white water, the river reaches Prague, it flows past the castle Vyšehrad, once the seat 
of power for Bohemian kings.  

After fading to a trickle, the piece—and the journey—comes to an unambiguous close with a loud 
two-chord cadence. 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

Instruments the represent this part of the story: 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tumultuous
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dissonance
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cadence
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Focus piece: Danse Macabre - Saint-Saëns. Tone Poem for Orchestra. 

Character Family of the orchestra Instrument 

Death

Skeleton 

Ghost 

Skeletons 
and witches 

Winter wind

DNA: What instrument is being played, and what family is this from? What do you think 
the melody representing?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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How do we use the musical elements to communicate a story, poem 
object or scene?  

Compare and contrast between Danse Macabre and Der Erlkönig.


Compare and contrast.  
How do the comperes create a ghost character in their music?  

]\ 

Der Erlkönig - By Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. 

Who rides so late through the night and wind? 
It is the father with his child. 
He has the boy in his arms; 

he holds him safely, he keeps him warm. 

‘My son, why do you hide your face in fear?’ 
‘Father, can you not see the Erlking? 
The Erlking with his crown and tail?’ 

‘My son, it is a streak of mist.’ 

‘Sweet child, come with me. 
I’ll play wonderful games with you. 

Many a pretty flower grows on the shore; 
my mother has many a golden robe.’ 

‘Father, father, do you not hear 
what the Erlking softly promises me?’ 

‘Calm, be calm, my child: 
the wind is rustling in the withered leaves.’ 

 ……

Character Instruments:

Son

Father 

Erlkönig 

What instruments would you use to 
represent these characters?

Character Danse Macabre Der Erlkönig

Ghost 
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Looking deeper… 
Father Son Ghost

D

R

S

M

I

T

H
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Focus piece - Night on a Bald Mountain - Mussorgsky.  
Night  on a Bald Mountain describes a short story in which St John sees a witches' Sabbath on the 

Bald Mountain near Kiev in the old Russian Empire. It's a wild and terrifying party with lots of 
dancing but when the church bell chimes 6am and the sun comes up the witches vanish. 

Listen to the first 3 .5 minutes of this piece, and fill in the continuation of the story in the 
blank boxes on the left hand side.  

Story Instrumet family Instruments 

Flying out from hibernation 

Dancing and Laughing 

Creating a poison in a caldron 

The secret most deadly ingredient is 
found. 

DNA: Why use different instruments to communicate stories, poems, or scenes? What are 
the families of the orchestra?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Match up the following characters with their appearance as you hear them. How do the 
instruments create this audible description? Fill in the box to the right. 

 
 
 

 

 

Focus piece: Hoedown from Rodeo - Copland. 

First 

Second

Third 

Fourth

The Bull theme
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Is it wrong for music to tell a story? 

DNA: Listen to this piece that is playing. This is the beginning of a tale…what 
do you think it may be about? What instruments hold the main melody? Can you hear any 

other instruments?  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Is it wrong for music to tell a story?
For Against 
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Practical activities with instruments.  

Practical 
activity 

Instructions Notes - WWW ? / EBI ?

1 • Create a short motif to represent 
the movement of water.  

You must use: tick off! 

Scalic movement  
a repetitive rhythm  
melody with steps and leaps 

2 • Create a short motif to represent 
the skeletons.  

You must use: tick off! 

a repetitive rhythm  
melody with leaps 
range of pitch  

3 • Create a short motif to represent 
the witches.  

You must use: tick off! 

a cackling imitation  
range of pitch  
____________________________ 
____________________________ 

4 Practice and perform the bull motif. 

You must: Tick off! 

practice slowly bar by bar 
speed up your playing 
spot work: focus on the parts you find 
tricky 
practice your performance 
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The Elements of Music!  
D dynamics – volume in music , loud (forte) & quiet (piano).  

       Duration – The length of notes, how many beats they last for and time signature.  
       The number of beats in a bar e.g 3/4, 6/8 consider regular and irregular time signatures  
       e.g. 4/4, 5/4. 

R rhythm – combining a variety of notes with different durations (lengths).  

     Rhythm techniques include: syncopation, polyrhythm’s, duplets and triplets.  

S structure – The overall plan of a piece of music.  

      Binary (AB), ternary (ABA), verse/chorus, through composed.  

M melody – combining a variety of notes of different pitches.  

         Think about the movement e.g steps, skips, leaps. 

I    instrumentation – The combination of instruments that are used, consider articulation and  

       timbre e.g staccato, legato, pizzicato.  

T texture – The different layers in a piece of music e.g monophonic, polyphonic, thick, thin. 

        Tempo – The speed of the music - fast (allegro), moderate (andante), & slow (lento/largo).  
        Timbre – The tone quality of the music, the different sound made by the instruments used.   
        Tonality – The key of a piece of music - major (happy), minor (sad), atonal (no tonal centre) 

H harmony – How notes are combined to build up chords. Chords can be consonant  

        or dissonant.  
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