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Welcome to A-level Religious Studies at The Henry Box 
School

Dear students,
It is great to have you with us to continue learning about religion, 
philosophy and ethics! During year 12 and 13 you will be 
following the AQA Religious Studies course. It is split into two 
components: Philosophy of religion and ethics; and Christianity 
and dialogues.
We are part of the wider ‘Social Science’ faculty, our faculty is 
known for having high expectations of our students and enabling 
them to achieve some of the best results in the school.
Over the months leading up to September we expect you to 
begin preparing yourself for the course. To enable you to do this 
we have put together this pack for you to work through between 
the end of year 11 and the start of year 12. You will need to 
complete all of the activities ready for your first lesson in 
September.
Additionally, we also suggest that you purchase the following 
items ready for your first lesson:

• Hodder Education AQA A level Religious Studies for Year 1 
(ISBN: 978-1-4718-7395-9)

• Hodder Education AQA A level Religious Studies: Paper 1 
Philosophy and Ethics revision guide (ISBN: 978-1-5014-2587-3)

• Hodder Education AQA A level Religious Studies: Paper 2 
Study of Christianity and Dialogues revision guide (ISBN: 978-1-
5014-2588-0)

• Highlighters and a range of coloured pens
• A hard backed note book for retrieval practice
• Two A4 lever arch folders
• At least ten subject dividers (You do not need plastic 

wallets)
• An A4 notepad



How to use this pack
As you have already seen, this pack contains a range of tasks
for you to complete in advance of your first lesson. This pack
contains activities that will introduce you to the content within
the course.

Each task will require you to complete some form of notes or
activity using either what you have read or listened to. Each
resource that you access has been chosen carefully to give
you an idea of the RS A level course. We hope this gives you a
solid foundation to build upon but also exposes you to high
quality literature that sparks your passion for our subject.

Note taking: The Cornell note taking system
Within this pack you will find several pages for your notes. We
are going to ask you to use a new system to make your notes.
Research suggests that this approach helps you to retain what
you learn from either what you are taught or read. We have
tried to summarise this approach below:

• The note taking sheet is divided into two parts: questions
and notes, with a summary at the end

• The notes section is where you record key points, facts or
figures. This should also include any descriptions you
need.

• Within 24 hours of taking notes, review your notes and
write questions in the questions section. These could be
questions which are answered in the notes on the right or
ones you still need the answer to--ask a friend or the
teacher after class. This is also perfect for revision or
retrieval practice.

• Finally you add a summary to your notes, we have
suggested in no more than 4 sentences



The Cornell note taking system



Task 1: Multimedia Research

Below you will find a list of multimedia resources
you could access to help you to develop your
understanding of some aspects of the course.
You will need to watch or listen to these and
complete your notes on the Cornell notes pages
that follow.
Link: Description:

The Problem of 
Evil

A 10 minute video on the Crash Course 
YouTube channel that explores one of the 
greatest philosophical questions of all time: 
Why is there evil?

Saviour siblings

A 10 minute video on BBC Teach YouTube 
channel that explores different perspectives 
on whether it is morally right to have a baby 
to save the life of their sibling. 

The Schism A 45 minute podcast, discussing the events 
surrounding the 11th century division of 
medieval Christendom into what became the 
Eastern Orthodox Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AzNEG1GB-k&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKTVaOiBuuA&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zKz1Bb5bLB4kbCK6dgt1O9o&index=8&t=0s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0054921
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Summary:  Write 4 or more sentences describing specific learning from these notes.
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Task 2: Getting to know philosophers and theologians

Your next activity will require you to do some
internet research to complete. The best sites to
use are listed below. You will need to learn about
some of the most influential philosophers and
theologians in human history.

Here are some websites which may of use,
however, they are not the only ones you could
use.
https://list25.com/25-greatest-philosophers-who-ever-lived/
https://thebestschools.org/magazine/major-philosopher-ideas/
https://www.timelineindex.com/content/select/822/1023,822
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/zt.htm

Choose three from the list below:
1. Plato
2. Aristotle
3. Thomas Aquinas
4. David Hume
5. John Hick
6. Richard Swinburne

https://list25.com/25-greatest-philosophers-who-ever-lived/
https://thebestschools.org/magazine/major-philosopher-ideas/
https://www.timelineindex.com/content/select/822/1023,822
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/zt.htm


A profile of a philosopher

Name:

Dates:

Influences:

Links to 
philosophy, 
ethics and/or 
Christianity:

Key theory or 
contribution to 
philosophy, 
ethics or 
Christianity:

Religious belief

Do you like their 
ideas? Why? 
Why not?
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Task 3: Glossary

There are going to be a range of key terms you 
will need to know and understand as we move 
through the course. Please find the meanings of 
the words listed below:

Key term Definition

A priori

Non-cognitive 
language

Theodicy

Applied ethics

Normative ethics

Doctrine of the Mean

Apostolic succession

Christology

Eschatology

Literalism



Task 4: Reading academic literature

Your next task is designed to challenge you, in this
section you will find three articles that are aimed
at A-level students. These articles do use
challenging words and may be difficult to
understand at first so remember to take your time.
You need to read at least two of them and
complete your own notes pages for both of the
articles. A reminder of how your Cornell notes
should look is outlined below:
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Task 5: Religion, philosophy and ethics in the media

Using the list of films below, pick one or two to
watch and identify links to religion, philosophy or
ethics.

Write a brief summary of what the film is about,
how it links to religion, philosophy or ethics and
your own thoughts about the film.

You can then share your ideas with others.

Films:
• Vera Drake – Amazon Prime (to rent)
• The Matrix – Amazon Prime (to rent)
• The Truman Show – Amazon Prime (to rent)
• The Da Vinci Code– Amazon Prime (to buy)
• The Two Popes – Netflix
• Wild Wild Country - Netflix
• Inception – Amazon Prime (to rent)
• The Imitation Game – Amazon Prime
• When They See Us - Netflix



Bonus task: An essay writing competition 

A national competition is being run by an organisation
called ‘Dukes Education’. To enter you need to write
an essay that shows your creativity and ability to write
independently, building links between different topics.

You are allowed up to 1500 words to write a response
to any of the seven one word titles below:
• Environment
• Value
• Citizen
• Movement
• Sequence
• Vision
• Duty

The aim of this is for you to write independently and
develop your essay writing skills. While we cannot mark
it for you, we can ‘guide’ you if that would be helpful.

More information and submission here:
https://dukeseducation.com/essay-prize/
The deadline 4pm Monday 1st June.

Go on give it a try!

https://dukeseducation.com/essay-prize/


Further reading or viewing
During your A-level course we expect you to read around and
beyond the topic. This can include academic articles like the
ones within this pack but can also include reading fiction
based in the period, watching films and documentaries or
listening to podcasts.
Listed below are some suggestions of resources you could
access before and during the course.

Books:
• J Gaarder, Sophie’s World, Orion Children’s Books, 1997
• N Hansell, The Sage Train, Matador, 2016
• P Pullman, His Dark Materials, Scholastic, 2012
• J Picoult, My Sister’s Keeper, Hodder Paperbacks, 2013
• R Dawkins, Outgrowing God, Bantam Press, 2019
• R Holloway, A Little History of Religion, Yale University press, 2017

Films/TV Shows (some contain adult scenes or humour):
• Story of God (Documentary) Netflix
• Big Questions (weekly chat show) BBC
• Pilgrimage(Documentary) BBC iPlayer

Podcasts
• Philosophy Now
• In our time: Religion
• The Religious Studies project

https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=The%20Big%20Questions&suggid=urn%3Abbc%3Aprogrammes%3Ab007zpll
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b09w7lc0/pilgrimage
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01gvqlg
https://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/
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