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For many Christians, the guiding principles are 

to respect God's handiwork of creation, not to 

exploit any aspect of creation and to be 

aware of the needs of future generations.  

 

The Catholic Church teaches humanity 

depends on God, but everyone has a 

responsibility for the world and the 

environment. 

 

"If Christians believe in Jesus, they must 

recognise that concern for climate change is 

not an optional extra but a core matter of 

faith." Anglican Communion Environmental 

Network 

 

 In the Qur’an, Muslims are instructed to look 

after the environment and not to damage it. 

 Muslims have to look after the Earth because 

it is all Allah’s creation and it is part of a 

human’s duty to Allah. 

 Muslims believe that all people are khalifahs, 

or guardians, of the planet and have a duty 

and responsibility for its care. 

 They will be held accountable for their 

guardianship on the Day of Judgement. 

"…greater indeed than the creation of man is 

the creation of the heavens and the earth."  

Qur'an 40:57 

 

The Hindu declaration at Assisi in 1986 

stressed the beliefs that: 

 Humans are a part of nature, 

indissolubly linked to everything else. 

 God is revealed through the graded 

scale of evolution, of which humans 

are just one element. 

 Belief in karma should encourage 

Hindus to accept responsibility for how 

they treat the environment. 

 

"The Earth is our mother and we are all her 

children." Ancient Hindu teaching 

 

What do Extinction Rebellion want? 

□ They want the government to declare a "climate 

and ecological emergency" and work together 

with other institutions to help spread the 

message calling for things to change. 

□ They want the UK to "act now" to stop loss of 

habitat and reduce carbon emissions to net zero 

by 2025. 

□ They want a special group called a Citizens' 

Assembly to be put together. It would be made 

up of people from across society, to decide how 

to solve the climate crisis, with advice from 

experts. 

 

Human factors increasing global 

warming: 

o Burning fossil fuels, e.g. coal, 

gas, and oil - these release 

carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere. 

o Deforestation - trees absorb 

carbon dioxide during 

photosynthesis. If they are cut 

down, there will be higher 

amounts of carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere. 

o Agriculture - agricultural 

practices lead to the release of 

nitrogen oxides into the 

atmosphere. 

The impact of the climate crisis: 

o ice melting faster than it can be 

replaced in the Arctic and 

Antarctic 

o the oceans warming up – their 

water is expanding and causing 

sea levels to rise 

o changes in where different 

species of plants and animals 

can live 

o droughts and floods become 

more likely as extreme weather 

increases 

Climate response – Christianity:  
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Climate response – Hinduism: Climate response – Extinction Rebellion:  

Climate Crisis – the facts: Climate response - Islam 


