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Some Christians believe that the 

conscience is the voice of God. God is 

speaking to individuals, guiding them to 

do the right thing in a given situation. 

 

Conscience can be described a moral 

sense of right and wrong.  

An individual can educate their 

conscience through prayer, scripture, and 

experience. Indeed the scriptures state 

that even those who do not have faith to 

follow still have their conscience. 

 

In its simplest form Utilitarianism is a theory that 

says that you should decide what you do in 

order to provide the most happiness and the 

least pain in a situation. 

 

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) stated that 

naturally we are ruled by two key things - 

pleasure and pain - two basic instincts.  

Bentham said that we need to look at the 

possible things we might do and the various 

outcomes and calculate how much pleasure 

and pain they might create, finally choosing the 

one that best maximises pleasure and minimises 

pain. 

 

Humanists reject the idea or belief in a 

supernatural being such as God. This 

means that humanist’s class themselves 

as agnostic or atheist. 

 

Humanists base their moral and ethical 

decision-making on reason, empathy and 

compassion for others. 

The British Humanist Society works on 

behalf of non-religious people who seek 

to live ethical lives on the basis of reason 

and humanity. 

 

As a normative ethic, egoism is teleological, with 

the goal of achieving one’s own self-interest 

 

Egoism claims that actions that seem altruistic 

are done out of self-interest.  

The Golden Rule in Christianity is a good 

example: ‘Do to others as you would have them 

do to you’ is the claim that if you treat others 

well, they will treat you well when you need it. 

Altruism is ultimately egoistic. 

 

Altruism: selfless concern for 

others. 

Conscience: An inner sense (or 

'voice') which communicates 

what is right or wrong in one's 

behaviour. 

Egoism: an ethical theory that 

treats self-interest as the 

foundation of morality. 

Humanist: Humanists believe that 

human experience and rational 

thinking provide the only source of 

knowledge and moral code to 

live by. 

Normative ethics: A branch of 

moral philosophy, or ethics, 

concerned with criteria of what is 

right and wrong. 

Teleological: Greek (telos), 

meaning end, goal or purpose. A 

moral theory will consider the 

purpose of moral behaviour to 

decide whether it is good. 

Utilitarianism: the doctrine that 

actions are right if they are useful 

or for the benefit of a majority. 
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