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An abortion is a procedure to end a 

pregnancy. The pregnancy is ended either 

by taking medicines or having a surgical 

procedure. Two doctors must agree having 

the baby would pose a greater risk to the 

physical or mental health of the woman 

than an abortion. 

Most abortions in England, Wales & Scotland 

are carried out before 24 weeks of 

pregnancy. 

Abortions after 24 weeks are allowed only if: 

 the woman's life is in danger 

 there is a severe foetal abnormality 

 the woman is at risk of grave physical 

and mental injury 

 

Both euthanasia and assisted suicide are illegal 

under English law.  

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, assisting 

a suicide is a crime. Those convicted could face 

up to 14 years in prison. 

 

The 2011 Indian census showed a serious 

decline in the number of girls under the 

age of seven. Activists feared that eight 

million female foetuses may have been 

aborted from 2001-2011. 

All this has occurred regardless of the Pre-

Natal Determination Test (PNDT) Act of 

1994, which outlawed sex-selective 

abortion, and which was amended in 

2004 to include gender selection even at 

the pre-conception stage. 

 

Tony Nicklinson, a man with a condition called 

locked-in syndrome, who fought for the right to 

legally end his life, died on 22 August 2012. 

 

The 58-year-old was paralysed from the neck 

down after suffering a stroke in 2005 and 

described his life as a 'living nightmare'. In the 

week before his death, Mr Nicklinson lost his High 

Court case to allow doctors to end his life. From 

that point he refused food. 

 

Mr Nicklinson had said he was heartbroken by 

the High Court decision that he could not end his 

life at a time of his choosing with the help of a 

new doctor. He had thought that his legal 

argument would succeed but conceded that he 

had forgotten about the emotional component 

to what he was asking. 

 

Abortion: Premature ending of a 

pregnancy. Also known as 

termination. 

Assisted suicide: Deliberately 

assisting or encouraging another 

person to take their own life. 

Euthanasia: gentle death, the 

deliberate ending of someone’s 

life for compassionate reasons. 

Quality of life: The standard of 

health, comfort, and happiness 

experienced by an individual or 

group.   

Sanctity of life: life is sacred and 

given by God; for atheists it means 

that life is special, as we are all 

unique and important. 

Voluntary euthanasia: where a 

person makes a conscious 

decision to die and asks for help 

to die 

Non-voluntary euthanasia – where 

a person is unable to give their 

consent (for example, because 

they're in a coma) and another 

person takes the decision on their 

behalf. 
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Abortion – case study: 

Euthanasia – case study: 

Glossary  Euthanasia - the law: 


