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Welcome to A-level Sociology at The Henry Box 
School

Dear Sociologists,
Welcome to sociology! Sociology is the study of society.
Everyday things like the family, education and law in order,
that you take for granted, you will now see in a totally
different light. Sociology will change your life!
During year 12 and 13 you will be following the AQA Sociology
course. You will study six modules which are assessed by three
two-hour exams.
Sociology is part of the wider ‘Social Science’ faculty; our
faculty is known for having high expectations of our students
and enabling them to achieve some of the best results in the
school (and the country!)
Over the months leading up to September I expect you to
begin preparing yourself for the course. To enable you to do
this I have put together this pack for you to work through
between the end of year 11 and the start of year 12. You will
need to complete all of the activities and pieces of reading
ready for your first lesson in September. If you wish to email it
to me before that my email is: cwells@henrybox.oxon.sch.uk.
Additionally, we also suggest that you purchase the following
items ready for your first lesson:
• Sociology for AQA, Vol. 1: AS and 1st-Year A Level 5th Edition 

by Ken Browne
• Highlighters
• A range of coloured pens

I will provide you with exercise books.



How to use this pack

Each task in this pack will require you to complete some form
of notes or activity using either what you have read or listened
to. Each resource that you access has been chosen carefully
to give you an idea of what sociology is and the modules we
will be studying. I hope this gives you a solid foundation to
build upon but my aim is also to expose you to high quality
literature that sparks your passion for Sociology.

Note taking: The Cornell Note Taking System
Within this pack you will find several pages for your notes. I am
going to ask you to use a new system to make your notes.
Research, from Cornell University in the USA, suggests that this
approach helps you to retain what you learn from either what
you are taught or read.

• The note taking sheet is divided into two parts: questions
and notes, with a summary at the end

• The notes section is where you record key points, facts or
figures. This should also include any descriptions you
need.

• Within 24 hours of taking notes, review your notes and
write questions in the questions section. These could be
questions which are answered in the notes on the right or
ones you still need the answer to--ask a friend or the
teacher after class. This is also perfect for revision or
retrieval practice.

• Finally you add a summary to your notes; ideally in no
more than 4 sentences



Task 1: What is sociology?

Below is a list of videos that explain what
sociology is.

You will need to watch or listen to at least one of
these and complete your notes on the Cornell
notes pages that follow.

Link: Description:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LK5J0-cM-HE

A five minute video made by a trainee teacher 
explaining what sociology is.

https://youtu.be/7ZJlFxDav
pc

A five minute video from the London School of 
Economics explaining what sociology is from a 
university perspective.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gWD6g9CV_sc&t
=387s

A fourteen minute TED talk ‘ The Wisdom of 
Sociology’ by Sam Richards. How can an academic 
discipline like Sociology be life changing? This talk 
suggests one way by exploring how sociologists 
teach us to re-imagine our personal problems and 
ourselves. In the end, we learn that even in our most 
private and seemingly isolated moments, we may 
be more connected to others than we realize.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK5J0-cM-HE
https://youtu.be/7ZJlFxDavpc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWD6g9CV_sc&t=387s
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Task 2: Getting to know the great sociological thinkers 
of the past 200 years

Your next set of activity will require you to do some
internet research to complete. The best sites to use are
listed below. You will learn about some of the most
important sociologists over the past 200 years.

https://www.thoughtco.com/famous-sociologists-3026648
https://degreeinsociology.net/influential-sociologists/
http://www.annoakley.co.uk/

1. Auguste Comte
2. Emile Durkheim
3. Karl Marx
4. Pierre Bourdieu
5. Ann Oakley
6. Jean Baudrillard

https://www.thoughtco.com/famous-sociologists-3026648
https://degreeinsociology.net/influential-sociologists/
http://www.annoakley.co.uk/
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Task 3: Glossary

Sociology is a new subject for you – and there is therefore a 
whole new language and set of key terms to learn. 
Please find the meanings of the words listed below:

Key term Definition

Norms and values

Social consensus

Bourgeoisie

Proletariat

Capitalism

Marxism

Patriarchy

Feminism

Postmodernism

Confluent love



Task 4: Reading academic literature

Your next task is designed to challenge you, in this
section you will find three articles that are aimed
at A-level students. These articles do use
challenging words and may be difficult to
understand at first so remember to take your time.
You need to read at least two of them and
complete your own notes pages for both of the
articles. A reminder of how your Cornell notes
should look is outlined below:
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Task 5: Sociological research

Gender and Colour Preference
Survey 30 males and 30 females and ask, "What's 
your favourite colour?" You can limit your survey 
to a specific age group, such as secondary 
school students, or you can take a random poll 
of all ages. 

Record the answers and create a pie chart or a 
bar graph to summarise the responses. The goal 
is to see if the stereotypical association that girls 
like pink and boys like blue still holds true. The two 
colours weren't promoted as gender identifiers 
until just before World War I.



Further reading or viewing
During your A-level course we expect you to read around and
beyond the topic. This can include academic articles like the
ones within this pack but can also include reading fiction,
watching films and documentaries or listening to podcasts.
Listed below are some suggestions of resources you could
access before and during the course.
Books:
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence; One of my favourite books; this presents a vivid picture of a family in a 
mining village towards the end of the nineteenth century. Great for understanding the origins of Marxist views 
on the family.

The People of the Abyss by Jack London; This is a fantastic account of poverty in London at the turn of the 
century and an early example of covert participant observation.

Down and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell; This is similar to Jack London’s book but was written 30 
years later, and contrasts poverty in Paris with London. It completely changed my perception of homeless 
people.

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley; A thought-provoking futuristic novel where the family and natural 
childbirth have been abolished and workers are produced by test tube to fit state requirements.  

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood; This book both terrified and fascinated me. The book presents in 
detail how a dystopian society has arisen as a result of a polluted environment, women’s complacent view 
that feminism was no longer necessary as they ‘had it all’ and the stealthy growth of mass surveillance, religious 
fundamentalism and totalitarianism. Although it is a fantasy, it made me think about what might happen if the 
family disappeared and the situation of some women today in religious fundamental societies.

Pigeon English by Stephen Kelman; I found this novel very moving and made me think of my London days! It 
closely resembles the story of Damilola Taylor, the African boy killed in on a Peckham estate in 2000. The tale is 
told by Harrison, an 11 year old recently arrived in London from Ghana. A teenager has recently been 
murdered in one of the frequent knife crimes on the estate and, even though locals know the gang 
responsible, there is an atmosphere of fear and distrust of the police. The novel strongly evokes the experience 
of being influenced by the deviant values of youth subcultures and certain localities, as well as the links 
between ethnicity and crime.

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini; The Kite Runner tells the story of Amir, a young boy from Afghanistan 
whose closest friend is Hassan, his father's young servant. A wonderful insight into many sociological themes: 
fathers, social class, ethnicity, war and conflict, religious fundamentalism and migration. I could not put this 
book down – a bit of a tear jerker!

Kes by Barry Hines; This is a classic novel set in Sheffield covering the central themes of the Education paper; 
low working class horizons, teacher labelling and how developing a special interest can motivate learning. It is 
a great book, once you get used to the Sheffield dialogue.    

1984 by George Orwell; A totalitarian state where citizens have their minds manipulated by media controlled 
by the government and are watched via telescreens can be linked with Foucault’s ideas about surveillance in 
postmodern society

Slumdog Millionaire by Vikas Swarup; As 18-year-old Jamal Malik answers questions on the Indian version of 
"Who Wants to Be a Millionaire," flashbacks show how he got there. Part of a stable of young thieves after their 
mother dies, Jamal and his brother, Salim, survive on the streets of Mumbai. You will find this a great read and 
perfect for Global Development.



Further reading or viewing
Documentaries:
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/educating-the-east-end

Educating…East End, Yorkshire or Essex. They are all wonderful for gaining an 
insight into the challenges and joys of schools in the UK today.

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/

These are half hour documentaries based on events around the world. Television 
journalism at its best and superb for the Global Development module.

Films:
City of God
Where can I watch it: Netflix
Useful for: Crime, Ethnicity, Social class, inequality
A multi-awarding winning film which helps to understand the life of crime in an area of Rio 
de Janeiro with deep rooted poverty.

American Beauty
Year: 1999
Where can I watch it: YouTube Movies
Useful for: Family, sexuality, gender identity
Explanation: Useful for the family topic in order to understand empty shell marriages that 
look ideal from the outside with the perfect home, car and lawn but are far from perfect 
behind the closed doors. The film also covers issues of divorce, teenage relationships and 
sexuality.

Freedom writers
Year: 2007
Where can I watch it: Amazon Prime and YouTube Movies
Useful for: Education, ethnicity, social class, labelling, methods
Explanation: A film that both students and teachers can relate to that looks at a young 
teacher attempting to inspire students from poor and ethnic minority backgrounds. This is 
really good to look at labelling in schools and also interesting from a methods point of view 
as the students keep a diary to record their feelings.

Blinded by the Light
Year: 2019
Where I can watch it: Amazon Prime
Useful for: Ethnicity, education, families
Explanation: In England in 1987, a teenager from an Asian family learns to live his life, 
understand his family and find his own voice through the music of American rock star Bruce 
Springsteen. I loved this film and great for understanding ethnic diversity.

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/educating-the-east-end
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0819803/?ref_=
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