READING LIST
We are looking forward to welcoming you to The Henry Box School Library.
The library is open at brunch/lunch and you will automatically become a
member when you start in September. You will find a huge range of fiction
and non-fiction books to explore in the library. Did you know that reading can
make you happier and it also helps you academically?
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We are a school that loves to read and we recommend that students try to
read every day for at least 20 minutes. As you transition from Primary to
Secondary School you might like to try some of the books we have enjoyed.

‘The Skylarks’ War’ by Hilary Mackay
Clarry and her brother Peter live for
their summers in Cornwall, staying with
their grandparents and running free with
their cousin. When Rupert goes off to
fight in the war, Clarry feels their skylark
summers are slipping away.

‘Wonder’ by R.J Palacio
After being home-schooled for years,
Auggie Pullman is about to start fifth
grade, but he’s worried: How will he fit
into middle-school life when he looks so
different from everyone else?

‘Who Let The Gods Out’ by Maz Evans
Twelve-year-old Elliot Hooper has
problems with his family and at school.
After finding a girl in his cowshed, who
claims to be the constellation Virgo, they
must track down the other gods to help
catch Thanatos, the Daemon of Death.

‘Murder Most Unladylike’ by Robin Stevens
When Hazel finds a body at school, but
then it disappears, the Wells and Wong
detective agency have their first real case
to solve.

‘Silverfin’ by Charlie Higson
This prequel to the adventures of James
Bond, 007, introduces us to the young
James when he’s just started boarding
school in England and is about to become
involved in his first adventure.

‘The Wizards of Once’ by Cressida Cowell
Once there were Wizards, who were
Magic, and Warriors, who were not. But
Xar, son of the King of Wizards, can’t cast
a single spell. And Wish, daughter of the
Warrior Queen, has a banned magical
object of her own.

‘Seven Ghosts’ by Chris Priestley
Jake is amongst the finalists in a storywriting competition invited to tour a
stately home. With each ghostly tale
he hears told by the tour guide, Jake
becomes more and more uneasy.
(Dyslexia friendly)

‘Booked’ by Kwame Alexander
Told in free verse, twelve-year-old Nick
learns the power of words as he wrestles
with problems at home, stands up to a
bully, and tries to impress his dream girl.
Helping him along are his friends and
football mates, and The Mac, a rapping
librarian.

‘Everything All at Once’ by Steven Camden
A beautiful collection of poems about
the kaleidoscope of teen life in just one
week at secondary school. Meet a cast of
characters as we hear their thoughts and
feelings, both funny and poignant.

‘The House with Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson

Marinka dreams of a normal life, but
her house has chicken legs and moves
on without warning. Her grandmother is
Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between
this world and the next. Marinka longs
to change her destiny but her house has
other ideas.
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‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell
Stranded in the Amazon jungle when
their plane crashes on their way back to
England via Manaus, Brazil, four children
struggle to survive for days until one of
them finds a map that leads them to a
ruined city and a secret hidden among
the vines.

‘Ghost’ by Jason Reynolds
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on
his elite middle-school track team, but
his past is slowing him down. Can Ghost
harness his raw talent for speed, or will
his past finally catch up to him?

‘The Secret Garden’ by Frances Hodgson Burnett

When Mary is sent to live with her
mysterious uncle in a huge house with
servants and his ailing son she is horribly
lonely. This all changes when she
discovers a secret garden opening up a
whole new and magical world.

‘The Last Chance Hotel’ by Nikki Thornton
When a group of magicians arrive at
the Last Chance Hotel, one of them
is murdered at dinner, poisoned by
downtrodden kitchen boy Seth’s special
desert. Seth is innocent, but how can he
solve the murder and clear his name?

The London Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan Dowd

When Ted and Kat’s cousin Salim
disappears from the London Eye, the two
siblings must work together, Ted with
his brain that is “wired differently” and
impatient Kat, to try to solve the mystery
of what happened to Salim.

‘Boy 87’ by Ele Fountain
Shif is an ordinary boy who likes chess,
maths and racing his best friend home
from school. But one day, soldiers with
guns come to his door, and he is no
longer safe. He is forced to embark on
a dangerous journey through new lands
and strange voices.

‘A Good Day for Climbing Trees’ by Jaco Jacobs

Marnus’s older brother is good at
breaking swimming records and girls’
hearts. His younger brother is a crafty
entrepreneur. But when a girl called Leila
turns up on their doorstep one morning
with a petition, it’s the start of an
unexpected adventure.

‘Girl, Boy, Sea’ by Chris Vick
After a storm wrecks the boats they are
travelling on, Aya and Bill try to survive
together on a small boat lost at sea.
Endless days and nights make them
unlikely friends as they dream of rescue.

‘The Bad Beginning’ by Lemony Snicket

After the death of their parents, the
three Baudelaire children must depend
on each other and their wits when the
relative who is appointed their guardian is
determined to use any means necessary
to get their fortune.

‘Looking at the Stars’ by Lewis Hine
An inspirational memoir by the 17 year
old diagnosed with a life-threatening
brain tumour and water on the brain at
17 months old and who was not expected
to survive. Today he spearheads the A
World With Friends charity, ensuring no
child suffers illness alone.

